CHAPTER 8

WATER QUALITY
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

8.7  Wetland Species*

Dominant plant species in Georgia marsh associations
Primary Species

Species Hydrologic Indicator
Nymphaea odorata (white water lily) OBL

Nelumbo lutea (yellow lotus) OBL
Potamogeton spp. (pondweed) OBL

Typha spp. (cattail) OBL

Pontederia lanceolata (pickerelweed) OBL

Sagittaria latifolia (arrowhead) OBL

Carex spp. (sedges) FACW to OBL
Juncus spp. (rushes) FAC to OBL
Eleocharis spp. (spikerush) FACW to OBL
Panicum hemitomon (maidencane) OBL

Thalia geniculate (file flag) OBL

Scirpus spp. (bulrush) FACW to OBL
Rhynchospora spp. (breakrush) FACW +to OBL
Spartina bakeri (cordgrass) FACW+
Dichromena colorata (white-topped sedge) NL (FACW)
Hypericum fasciculatum (St. John’s-wort) FACW+

Common woody plants in Georgia swamps
Secondary Species

Species Hydrologic Indicator
Conifers

Chamaecyparis thyoides (Atlantic white cedar) OBL

Pinis elliottii (slash pine) FACW

P. serotina (pond pine) FACW+
Taxodium distichum (cypress) OBL

Palms

Rhapidophyllum hystrix (needle palm) FAXW

Sabal minor (bluestem; dwarf palmetto) FACW



S. palmetto (cabbage palm)
Hardwoods

Acer rubrum (southern red maple)
Alnus serrulata (hazel alder)
Betula nigra (river birch)

Carpinus caroliniana (American hornbeam)

Carya aquatica (water hickory)
Cornus foemina (stiff cornel)

Species

Celltis laevigata (hackberry)

Fraxinus caroliniana (water ash)

F. pennsylvanica (green ash, red ash)

F. profunda (pumpkin ash)

Gordonia lasianthus (southern magnolia)
Liquidambar styraciflua (sweet gum)

Magnolia grandiflora (southern magnolia)
Magnolia virginiana (sweet bay magnolia)

Nyssa aquatica (water tupelo)
N. sylvatica (black gum)

Platanus occidentalis (American sycamore)

Populus deltoids (cottonwood)

P. heterophylla (swamp cottonwood)
Quercus laurifolia (swamp laurel oak)
Q. michauxii (basket oak)

Q. nigra (water oak)

Salix caroliniana (coastal plain willow)
S. nigra (black willow)

Ulmus Americana (American elm)
Shrubs

Aronia arbutrifolia (red chokeberry)
Cephalanthus occidentalis (buttonbush)
Clethra alnifolia (sweet pepperbush)
Cornus amomum (silky dogwood)
Crataegus aestivalis (may haw)

C. marshallii (parsley haw)

Cyrilla racemiflora (titi)

llex cassine (dahoon holly)

1. coriacea (large gallberry)

L decidua (possum haw)

1. glabra (gallberry)

1. myrtifolia (myrtle-leaf holly)

Itea virginica (Virginia willow)
Leucothoe racemose (fetterbush)
Lyonia ferruginea (rusty lyonia)

FAC+

FAC
FACW
FACW
FAC
OBL
FACW-

Hvdrologic Indicator

FACW
OBL
FACW
OBL
FACW
FAC+
FAC+
FACW+
OBL
FAC
FACW-
FAC+
OBL
FACW
FACW-
FAC
OBL
OBL
FACW

FACW
OBL
FACW
FACW+
OBL
OBL
FACW
FACW
FACW
FACW-
FACW
FACW
FACW+
FACW
FAC-



L. lucida (fetterbush)

Myrica cerifera (wax myrtle)

M. heterophylla (northern bayberry)
Rhododendron viscosum (swamp honeysuckle)
Rubus argutus (blackberry)

R. betulifolius (blackberry)

Sambucus canadensis (elderberry)

Vaccinium corymbosum (highbush blueberry)
Viburnum nudum (swamp haw)

V. obovatum (small vibrunum, black haw)
Vines

Ampelopsis arborea (pepper vine)

Aster carolinianus (climbing aster)
Gelsemium sempervirens (yellow jassamine)
Smilax glauca (wild sarsaparilla)

S. laurifolia (bamboo-vine, carbrier)

S. walteri (coral greenbrier)

Vitis aestivalis (summer grape)

Vitis rotundifolia (muscadine grape)

FACW
FAC+
FACW
OBL
FAC
NL
FACW-
FACW
FACW+
FACW+

FAC+
OBL
FAC
FAC
FACW
OBL
FAC-
FAC

FAC Facultative hydrophyte — equally likely to be found in wetlands and uplands

(34%-76% probability)

FACW Facultative wet hydrophyte — usually found in wetlands (67%-99% probability)

OBL Obligate hydrophyte — almost always found in wetlands

+ Found more frequently in wetlands
- Found less frequently in wetlands

e Selection of suitable plant species for constructed wetlands is site-specific, and
should be undertaken by a qualified landscape architect or environmental
consultant. Additional plant species not included in this list may be appropriate

for specific constructed wetlands.
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